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"A fine library" is the most important ingredient of any university because without 
it all the other ingredients "shrink, diminish and wither away," Dr. K. Ross Toole, a 
University of Montana history professor, said Friday (Oct. 12). 
Toole made the remarks in the University Center as keynote speaker at a banquet 
held in conjunction with Saturday's (Oct.13) dedication of the University's 
new $3.465-million Library building. 
Referring to the depleting value of the old University Library, which was constructed 
in 1923, Toole said UM ''has been in grave danger' 1 in recent years, even as early as 
the 1950s. 
''The danger was insidious because it did not show on the surface, 11 Toole said. "There 
was no rust, there were no dying trees, no paint was peeling off--and the University was 
growing--outwardly. 
"But in its most vital arteries a silent kind of atrophy was at work," he said. 
"The Library was falling more and more toward the marginal." 
Toole said "the tenacity" on the part of many people has resulted in the construction 
of the new Library, which won't be opened for occupancy until this winter quarter because 
of the late arrival of bookshelves. 
He referred to the new Library building as "the great hurdle" in "a long and 
unremitting pull toward unqualified excellence" at the University. 
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TOOLE SAYS 'FINE LIBRARY'--2 
The history professor said a number of other "ingredients," such as faculty, 
administrators, academic curricula, ample funds for scholarships to attract the necessary 
students, and a variety of physical plant facilities, depend upon "a fine library" in order 
to interact effectively at a university. 
He said that without the new U~l Library building "there could never be an excellent 
library" ... because there is "no more room, no more reservoir" for knowledge in the old 
Library. 
"The debt that all of us owe--and by all of us I mean the people of 1\lontana--to those 
who for so long and with such tenacity, worked to make (the new Library) possible--is 
simply enormous," Toole said. 
Referring to the new Library, Toole concluded: 
"This is not just a building. It is the new heart of this university--the arteries 
cleared. It is a monument--not to vanity, not to pride, but to perpetual living knowledge 
among us. And in the end, that is the finest monument that anyone can build.'' 
Public dedication of the new Library building will be at 10 a.m. Saturday (Oct. 13) 
at the north entrance of the new facility. 
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